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TOWN  OF  DEVON 


(1)  LOCATION  - North  East  Section  33-50-26-W1+  in  Census  Division  No, 
11.  This  location  is  25  miles  south  west  of  Edmonton  and  9 miles 
from  the  main  line  of  the  C.P.R.  Edmonton  to  Calgary,  and  lii 
miles  to  the  main  line  of  the  C.N.R.  All  weather  highways  connect 
Devon  to  mam  highways  2 and  l6. 

(2)  ALTITUDE  - 2290  ft.  Lat.  53/22  Long.  113/1+3 

(3)  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  Summer  - May  to  September  inclusive  55.8°F. 

Mean  Winter  - October  to  April  inclusive  22.8°f! 

Mean  Yearly  Temperature  36.3°P\ 

Note:  These  averages  cover  a period  of  68  years  and  taken  from 

the  nearest  weather  office. 

(1+)  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  13.18  inches 

Average  annual  snowfall  50.  1 inches 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  18. 19  inches 

Note:  These  averages  cover  a period  of  68  years  and  taken  from 
the  nearest  weather  office. 


(5)  GEOLOGY 

The  rocks  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  in  the  Devon  area 
are  sandstone,  sand  and  sandy  shales  that  were  deposited  in  the 
large  freshwater  lakes  which  covered  the  region  in  an  age  termed 
Upper  Cretaceous  by  the  geological  time  scale.  Those  sediments 
which  are  named  the  Edmonton  formation,  are  coal  bearing.  They 
are  the  source  of  coal  in  such  centres  as  Edmonton  and  Drumheller . 

(6)  SOIL 


Profile  - The  normal  soil  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown 
surface  which  averages  about  12  to  ll+  inches  in  depth.  Immedi- 
ately  beneath  this  black  soil  is  a more  compact  horizon  which  Is 
brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  is  usually  found  at  30  to 
40  Inches  below  the  surface. 


Fertility  - Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  pro- 
vince. . They  have  in  the  top  12  Inches  three  to  four  times  as 
much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  as  there  is  in  the  average  brown 
or  gray  wooded  soil. 

Vegetation  - Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  wood- 
lands  (mainly  deciduous  trees)  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 

Land  Use  - A high  percentage  of  the  land  is  arable,  being  used 
for  mixed  farming,  and  the  production  of  cereals  and  vegetables. 

(7)  HISTORY 


Devon's  history  is  linked  inseparably  with  the  history  of 
Aloerta ' s oil  development.  Soon  after  Imperial  Leduc  No.  1 oil 
!'®11Tb}ew  in  on_ February  13,  I9I+7,  heralding  the  development  of 
tne  Leduc  oil  field  and  the  beginning  of  large  scale  oil  pro- 
duction in  Alberta,  oil  workers  flocked  into  the  area. 


extent  and  importance  of  the  Leduc  discovery  became 
established.  Imperial  Oil  Limited  realized  the  need  of  satis- 
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factory  living  quarters  for  the  oil  workers,  many  who  were  family 
men.  The  company  decided  to  sponsor  an  oil  town  which  would  be 
known  as  Devon,  after  the  Devonian  oil  producing  formation. 

_ A 120  acre  field,  owned  by  Prank  and  John  Sank,  was  the 
original  townsite.  Devon  Estates  Ltd,,  a subsidiary  of  Imperial 
Oil  Ltd. , handled  real  estate  sales  in  the  new  town  and  guaran- 
teed the  mortgages,  while  Engineered  Buildings  Ltd.  pioneered 
with  an  inexpensive  type  of  pro-cut  buildings  which  could  be 
built  simply  and  quickly.  The  houses  were  built  to  accommodate 
the  different  class  wage  earners.  The  Imperial  Oil  installed 
water,  sewer  and  natural  gas  systems  on  the  townsite,  and  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Alberta  Government,  sponsored  the 
development  of  Devon  as  a model  town. 

A1  Dingman,  an  Imperial  separator  operator,  was  the  first 
settler,  moving  with  his  family  to  a home  on  Saskatchewan  Avenue. 
Dick  Yee,  an  Edmonton  restaurant  man,  was  the  first  businessman. 

He  operated  a tar  paper  shack  from  which  waitresses  served  food 
to  hungry  rough-necks  and  construction  workers.  in  the  fall  of 
1949)  the  Yee  shack  which  had  earned  the  nickname  of  "The  Bucket 
of  Blood",  was  replaced  with  a modern  cabaret  style  restaurant 
known  as  "The  Pagoda".  * 

Although  sponsored  by  Imperial  Oil  Ltd.,  the  company  wished 
the  town  to  develop  as  a permanent,  self-sufficent,  self-owned 
and  self-governed  community.  Late  in  I9I4.9  Devon  applied  for 
incorporation  as  a village  and  its  request  was  granted  by  the 
Alberta  Government  on  January  1st,  1950.  George  Thompson,  one  of 
the  .first  residents,  was  elected  Mayor,  with  J.  W.  Somers  and 
George  Powell  as  the  other  councillors.  Mr,  B.  Stover  was 
appointed  Secretary- Treasurer. 

The  Village  Council's  first  legislative  action  was  to  seek 
incorporation  as  a town,  and  this  was  granted  on  March  1st,  1950, 
with  Mayor  Thompson  continuing  as  Mayor  of  the  Town.  A special 
school  district  was  formed  on  June  1st,  1950. 

After . gaining  self-government,  Devon  arranged  to  take  over 
its  own  utilities.  Through  the  co-operation  of  Imperial  Oil  Ltd. ■ 
which  offered  the  utilities  at  a price  far  below  the  initial  cost, 
Devon  purchased  the  water,  sewer  and  natural  <jas  systems  for 
$500,000. 

In  1950  the  Imperial  Oil  Absorption  plant  was  completed  In 
the  townsite  and  has  been  working  at  full  capacity  since. 

The  Town  of  Devon  has  developed  into  a model  community, 
with  all  residents  taking  part  in  civic  affairs  and  community 
projects  with  an  initiative  born  out  of  pride  for  their  town  and 
its  future. 

LIVING  CONDITIONS 


The  Town  of  Devon  is  situated  along  the  banks  of  the  North 
Saskatchewan  River,  and  25  miles  from  the  City  of  Edmonton. 

Devon  is  a busy  centre  caused  by  the  oil  activities  which 
Is  in  its  midst.  Practically  all  the  population  is  connected  in 
the  oil  business. 

_ Devon^ schools  instruct  students  from  grades  one  to  twelve, 
and  in  addition  offer  such  subjects  as  vocational  training,  music 
-and-  business— courses  „ 


- 5 - 


Numerous  parks  and  playgrounds  are  situated  In  the  Town  with 
all  streets  and  avenues  boulevarded. 

At  the  present  time  all  homes  are  owner  occupied  and  only  a 
few  homes  are  offered  for  sale,  but  residential  property  is 
available  and  can  be  purchased  from  the  Imperial  Oil  Company. 

(9)  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Town  Is  governed  by  a Mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term 
and  six  councillors,  two  elected  every  year  for  a three  year  term. 
It  is  administered  by  a permanent  Secretary,  Treasurer,  who  has  a 
staff  of  Public  Works  Superintendent,  3 permanent  employees  who 
maintain  the  water  works  and  roads. 

(10)  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

All  new  buildings,  alterations  to  buildings  and  the  removal 
of  buildings  must  be  submitted  to  the  council  before  permits  are 
issued.  The  Town  of  Devon  is  a member  of  the  Edmonton  & District 
Planning  Commission. 

The  Electrical  Code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical 
Protection  Act  and  sanitary  regulations  comply  with  Alberta 
Public  Health  regulations. 

The  Town  hires  its  own  police  protection.  There  is  one  per- 
manent constable  and  three  special  police  constables  who  can  be 
hired  when  they  are  required. 

There  are  260  homes  in  the  Town. 

(11)  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  equipment  Is  owned  by  the  Imperial  Oil  Ltd.  and  the 
Fire  Chief  is  also  employed  by  the  Imperial  Oil.  The  oil  company 
has  set  a rental  fee  of  $300  per  month  for  the  use  of  the  equip- 
ment and  the  supervision  of  the  Fire  Chief.  There  are  twelve 
volunteer  firemen  who  are  protected  by  insurance  and  covered  by 
Workmen's  Compensation  while  fighting  fires  and  practices. 

The  equipment  consists  of  - 

One  G. M.C.  truck  with  800  gal.  water  tank  with  LaFrance  pumper 

600  ft.  of  2-f  in.  hose 

300  ft.  of  if-  in.  hose 

300  ft.  of  1 in.  hose 

one  2I4.  ft.  extension  ladder 

one  12  ft.  roof  ladder 

One  International  truck  with  150  gal.  water  tank 

One  Pari  Thebault  pumper  with  500  lb.  pressure 

600  ft.  of  2-f  in.  hose 

300  ft.  of  if-  in.  hose 

150  ft.  of  1 in.  hose 

One  12  ft.  extension  ladder 

One  12  ft.  roof  ladder 

l8  complete  outfits  of  clothing 

2 gas  chemical  masks 

2 smoke  masks  and  fog  nozzles 


37  hydrants  are  located  conveniently  throughout  the  Town. 


(12)  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1955  Assessments 


Resident  building  (100#  of 
Land  (100#  of  value) 
Business  building  (Charged 


value)  $ 

on  floor  space  used) 


2,415,555 

194,460 

255,766 


Total 


Mill  Rate 

School 

16.44 

Municipal 

18.  56 

Total 

55-00  mills 

(15)  AREAS 

2,610,015 


Area  of  Town  8o4  acres 
Streets,  lanes  and  highways  l0-§-  acres 
Public  Parks  and  Playgrounds  5 acres 

Miles  of  Roads 


Asphalt 

Provincial  Main 

Roads  & Streets  1 

Public  Lanes 

Total 

There  are  miles  of  cement 
(14)  SEWER  h WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 


Unpaved 

Unopened 

Total 

5 

1 

7 

5 

1 

2 

10  jg 

sidewalks. 

Storm  Sewers 
Sanitary  Sewers 
Water  Mains 


5/4  mile 
5i  miles 
3i  miles 


(15)  POWER 


Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  the  Calgary  Power 
Company  under  a ten  year  franchise. 


Power  Rates; 

Domestic  Service  - Available  only  for  lighting,  heating.  Cooking, 
domestic  power  and  ordinary  uses  in  houses  and  apartments.  Used 
exclusively  for  residential  purposes. 

First  20  KWH  (or  less)  per  month  $2.50  gross  min. 

Subject  to  50^  prompt  payment  discount  making  $2.00  net  min. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  1.0^  net  per  KWH 

Note;  Discount  of  50(5  applies  on  all  monthly  bills  paid  within 
10  days  of  date  rendered. 

Connection  charge  for  new  Customers  $1.00 
Reconnection  charge  $4*00 

Commercial  Service  - Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not 
apply. 


Service  Charge 

First  500  watts  of  installed  capacity  $0.6o  per  month. 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity  $0.20  per  month. 
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Energy  Charge 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  per  KWH 
Next  150  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  2/  per  KWH 
All  over  200  OH  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  1-|/  per  KWH 

Discount  Nil 
Minimum  Charge  $1.25 

Minimum  Deposit  Twice  Minimum  Reconnection  Charge  $2.50. 

Power  Service  (A.C.)  - Available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commer- 
cial heating  apparatus,  etc.,  in  commercial  establishments. 

Service  Charge 

#1.00  per  month  per  kilovolt  - ampere  (KVA)  of  installation, 

(one  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  to  be 
considered  equivalent  to  1 KVA) . 

Energy  Charge 

First  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  5 l/3jzf  per  KWH 
Over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  1 2/3^  per  KWH 

Discount  nil 

Minimum  charge  $3.00  per  month 

Minimum  Deposit  $2.00  par  H.P.  with  a minimum  of  $6.00 
Reconnection  Charge  #6.00 

WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  North  Saskatchewan  River,  pumped 
into  three  settling  tanks  and  treated  with  chlorine  and  alum  for 
settling.  The  water  is  then  pumped  through  two  pressure  filters 
into  two  storage  tanks  of  220,000  gallons.  The  water  is  pumped 
from  the  storage  tanks  into  the  water  mains  at  a pressure  of  20 
to  40  lbs.  which  can  be  increased  to  120  lb.  pressure  in  case  of 
fire. 


Water  Analysis 


Parts  per  Million 


Total  solids  220 

Calcium  carbonate  nil 

Magnesium  carbonate  trace 

Sodium  carbonate  nil 

Sodium  sulphate  I4.5 

Sodium  chloride  '3 

Silica  0 

Iron  Oxide  trace 

Vegetable  matter  nil 

Total  hardness  11.2 

Carbonate  hardness  l6.0 

Non-carbonate  hardness  nil 


Rates 

Water,  sewerage,  garbage  collection  and  gas  are  charged  at 
a flat  rate  of  $8.00  to  $13.00  per  month,  depending  on  size  of 
house. 

GAS 


Gas  is  obtained  under  a contract  with  the  Imperial  Oil  Ltd. 
and  is  sold  direct  to  the  Town.  The  Town  in  turn  charge  a flat 
rate  for  gas,  water,  sewerage  and  garbage  collection,  of  $10.00 
per  month,  for  domestic  service. 

For  commercial  use  the  rate  varies  from  $7.00  to  #55.00  per 
month,  depending  upon  the  size  of  plant  and  building. 
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(18)  L.P.  GAS 


None  used  in  the  Town  but  local  farmers  can  procure  same 
from  the  local  dealers  in  the  Town. 

Rate ; 100  lb.  cylinder  $6.25 

(19)  DIESEL  FUEL 
Wot  used. 

(20)  GOAL 

Coal  is  not  used  in  the  Town  but  a large  coal  seam  is 
located  along  the  river  bank.  This  seam  has  never  been  used 
commercially. 

(21)  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Sand  and  Gravel 

Coal 

Straw 

Cereals 

Dairy  Products 

Poultry  and  eggs 

Cattle,  sheep,  horses  and  hogs 

Honey 

Oil  and  gas 

(22)  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AWD  SERVICES 

Federal 
Rost  Office 

Provincial 

Natural  Gas  Conservation  Board 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 

Municipal 
Town  office 

Superintendent  of  Works 
Police  Office 
Public  Library 
Devon  School  Board 

Garbage  collected  weekly  in  residential  areas  and  three  times 
weekly  at  commercial  establishments. 

(23)  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  Hospital  is  known  as  the  Devon  Health  Centre,  owned  and 
operated  by  the  Town.  No  major  operation  will  be  performed  but 
will  look  after  all  other  cases.  The  hospital  is  staffed  by  - 

the  matron 
3 registered  nurses 

1 lab  technician 

2 ward  aids 
1 cook 

1 caretaker 

The  hospital  contains  lij.  beds  and  I).  bassinets. 

The  building  for  this  hospital  was  purchased  by  the  Town  from 
imperial  Oil  Co.  The  maternity  ward  comes  under  the  Provincial 
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Government  Grant  and  the  Town  of  Devon  subsidizes  the  hospital  in 
the  amount  of  $1,000  per  month.  The  mill  rate  of  the  Town  will 
not  be  raised  to  cover  this  cost. 

There  is  one  practising  physician  and  one  drug  store  in  the  Town 
also  a dentist  calls  one  day  a week. 

(21+)  PROFESSIONAL  & SKILLED  SERVICES 
("Not  including  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Auditors  & Accountants  X 

Beauty  Parlors  1 

Barber  shops  2 

Watch  repairs  X 

(25)  TRANSPORTATION 

Gravel  and  blacktop  highways  connect  the  Town  with  the  City  of 
Edmonton  via  highways  No.  2 and  No.  l6. 

Bus  service  twice  daily  is  supplied  by  Canadian  Coachways  to 
Edmonton. 

Truck  service  handles  all  freight  to  and  from  the  Town  of  Devon. 
One.  taxi  company  with  two  cabs. 

An  ambulance  service  is  supplied  by  the  Imperial  Oil  Company. 

(26)  NEWSPAPERS 

Devon  and  district  is  served  by  one  newspaper,  printed  at  Leduc 
eleven  miles  south  east.  The  paper  Is  published  weekly  and  known 
as  "The  Devonian". 

(27)  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  Office  (no  delivery) 

Air  mail  through  Post  Office 

Imperial  Oil  cars  and  trucks  equipped  with  two-way  radios. 

Nearest  Radio  Stations?  Edmonton  - C.J.C.A.,  C.F.R.N.,  C.H.E.D. , 
C.K.U.A.,  C.H.F.A.,  C.B.X. 

(28)  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 
The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada. 

(29)  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 


Devon  35 

(30)  TOURIST  CAMPS 
Nil 

(31)  CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic 

Anglican 

United 

Christian  Missionary  Alliance 

(32)  LODGES 


Rates 


$2 . 50  & up 


Licensed 


yes 


Masonic  (attend  Leduc  and  Edmonton  Chapters) 
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(33)  SERVICE  CLUBS 
Lions 

Chamber  of  Commerce 
Canadian  Legion 
Women’s  Institute 
Toastmaster  Club 
Esso  Club 

Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  Canadian  Legion 
Ladies'  Church  Auxilliaries . 

(3U)  SOCIETIES 

Red  Cross 

Pish  & Game  Association 
Parent  and  Teachers  Association 

(35)  EDUCATION 


The  Devon  School  Board  of  Devon  School  District  No.  4972 
operates  a complete  elementary,  intermediate  and  secondary  school 
system  providing  all  grades  up  to  and  including  grade  12. 

Two  school  buildings  with  9 rooms  and  10  teachers  accommodate 
the  children.  Besides  the  regular  academic  courses  leading  to 
senior  matriculation,  the  school  conducts  a complete  commercial 
course. 

(36)  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Seating  Capacity  Stage  Piano 


Club  Pagoda 

250 

Yes 

Yes 

Devonian 

280 

Yes 

No 

Canadian  Legion 

350 

Yes 

Yes 

Community  Hall 

600 

Yes 

Yes 

Scout  Hall 

75 

No 

No 

(37)  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

Devon  Public  Library  which  contains  2,1^00  volumes  is  in 
charge  of  the  Public  Library  Board  appointed  by  the  Town  Council 
of  Devon.  The  Library  receives  the  usual  Provincial  Government 
Grant,  and  membership  fees.  It  is  one  of  the  sixteen  municipal 
libraries  of  Alberta. 

One  local  5 piece  orchestra 

Dramatic  Club. 

(38)  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 


Boys 

Wolf  Cubs 
Scouts 

(39)  SPORTS 


Girls 


Brownies 

Guides 


Mixed 


Junior  Red  Cross 


Senior  & Junior  Baseball 

Intermediate,  Junior  & Midget  Hockey 

Mens'  & Womens'  Softball 

Tennis 

Badminton 

Curling 
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Sports  Facilities  - 

Covered  curling  rink  with  1+  sheets  artificial  ice 

Open  air  skating  and  hockey  rink 

Sports  ground  for  playgrounds 

School  Playgrounds 

Lions  Park 

Swimming  Pool 

9 hole  Golf  Course  sand  green 
Bowling  & Pool  Hall 

(1+0)  FAIRS 

Swimming  Meet 

(1+1)  HISTORIC  SITES 

Wild  Atlantic  #3. 

(1+2)  CO-OPERATIVES 

Nil 


(1+3)  BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRY 

Type  of  Business  or 
Industry 


Number  of 
Establish- 
ments 


Producer 
or  Manu- 
facturer 


Whole- 

sale 


Re- 

tail 


Absorption  Plant. 


Bakeries 
Banks  . . . 
Barbers  . 


Books  & Stationery  (see  Drug' Store) 

Body  Shop ' 

Butchers  

Building  Contractors  

Building  Supplies  


Cartage  Delivery 
Clothing  (Mens)  . , 
Clothing  (Womens) 
Confectionery  . . . 


Dentists  

Doctors  . . . . 

Drug  Store  

Dry  Goods  (see  Clothing 


Womens) 


Electrical  Appliances  . 
Electrical  Contractors 


Garages  & Service  Stations 
Grocery  Stores  


Hairdressers 
Hardware  . . . . 
Hotels  


Insurance  & Real  Estate 

Jewellers  

Lumber  Yards  


1 

1 

2 

) 

1 

1 

1+ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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2 
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1 

1 

1 
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one 


day 


week) 
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Number  of  Producer 

Type  of  Business  or  Establish-  or  Manu-  Whole-  Re- 

Industry  ments  facturer  sale  Tail 

Milk  distributors 
Music  Teachers  . . 


Oil  Field  Contractors  ....... 

Oil  Field  Offices  

Oil  Trucking  & Cleaning  Tanks 

Painters  and  Decorators  

Paint  Shops  (see  Hardware)' 

Photographers 

Pipe  Line  Offices  

Plastic  . 

Pool  Room  

Propane  Gas  Agents  

Public  Accountants  


Restaurants 


Shoe  Repairs  

Shoe  Stores  

Storage  Plants  

Theatres  

Transport  

Welding  & Machine  Shops 
Woodworking  

(44)  SITES 

Choice  Industrial  and  residential  property  can  be  purchased 
from  the  Imperial  Oil  Company  and  private  persons.  Industrial 
sites  have  been  set  aside  by  the  Town  Council. 

(45)  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Devon  can  provide  opportunities  and  good  living  conditions 
for  any  industry  that  can  use  district* b resources,  especially 
those  that  require  gas,  oil  or  Its  by-products.  The  Town  is 
very  progressive  and  the  citizens  lack  no  enthusiasm  for  the  Town. 

(46)  TRADING  AREA 

North  for  6 miles,  west  6 miles,  south  6 miles  and  east  for  6 
miles. 

(4?)  POPULATION 


2 (from  City  of  Edmonton) 


5 . 
5 • 
l . 

3 . 

l . 
l . 


1 1...1..1 

1 

2 2 ' 2 

3 

2 

1 1 

1 1 

1 


1 

1 

3 

i 


842 
1, 512 
i,i4o 


Town  population  1951  Census- 

Town  population  as  at  April  1954  (est.) 

Trading  Area  population  1951  census 
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